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How we got here…  

https://www.thecut.com/2018/10/what-to-know-about-the-migrant-caravan-and-donald-trump.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/migrant-caravan-swells-to-more-than-5000-as-group-marches-toward-us/2018/10/21/2c864bec-d546-11e8-8384-bcc5492fef49_story.html

“Harvest of Empire” -- documentary based on the book by Juan González of Democracy Now

“Fleeing a hell the US helped create: why Central Americans journey north” 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/dec/19/central-america-migrants-us-foreign-policy

“American policy is responsible for the migrant caravan”
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2018/10/29/american-policy-is-responsible-migrant-caravan



Immigrant Justice is Reproductive Justice



Who is harmed?
This is an intersectional issue

● Undocumented immigrants 

● Families and people with small children 

● Formerly undocumented people

● People whose community members have been 

impacted or are undocumented 

● Members of targeted racial or ethnic groups



https://www.mijente.net



How does ICE impact health outcomes?
● People not accessing healthcare due to fears of deportation

○ Maldonado, Rodriguez, Torres, Flores, & Lovato, 2013
○ Toomey et al., 2014
○ Rhodes et al., 2015

● Experiences of discrimination in health care based on immigration status 
○  Lauderdale, Wen, Jacobs, & Kandula, 2006

● Poor health outcomes due to xenophobia, racism, state surveillance
● Physical

○ Gemmill et al., 2019
○ Novak, Geronimus, & Martinez-Cardoso, 2017
○ Vargas & Ybarra, 2017
○ Lopez et al., 2017
○ Hacker, Chu,  Arsenault, & Marlin, 2012

● Psychological 
○ Martinez et al., 2015
○ Artiga & Ubri, 2017

● Patients being removed from hospitals by ICE  



Change in birth outcomes among infants born to Latina mothers after a major immigration raid. (Novak, 
Geronimus, & Martinez-Cardoso, 2017) 

● 2008 raid on meat factory in Postville, Iowa
● 900 ICE agents using military tactics -- arrested 389 

employees, 297 arrestees deported

● Birth certificate data for ethnicity-specific differences 
in birth outcomes

● Primary outcome: birth weight in the 37 weeks 
following the raid vs same 37 week period the 
previous year (n = 52,344)

● Infants born to Latina mothers had a 24% greater risk 
of low birth weight after the raid. 

● Controlled for: maternal age, education, marital 
status, prenatal maternal smoking, prenatal care

Novak, Geronimus, & Martinez-Cardoso, 2017.



Severe Sociopolitical Stressors and Preterm Births in NYC: Sept 2015 - Aug 2017
(Krieger, Huynh, Li, Waterman, & Van Wye, 2018)

● Would rates of preterm birth (PTB) amongst targeted communities - migrants, 
Muslims, Hispanic women - change from before 2016 presidential nomination to 
after inauguration? 
○ Analyzed birth certificate data for (singleton pregnancies n = 230,105) in NYC
○ Compared the rates of preterm birth (before 37 weeks), focusing on people 

from communities targeted by racists, xenophobic policies and rhetoric
● Results:

○ PTB rate increased for mothers born outside of the US from 6.7% to 7.0% 
, no change for mothers born in the US (RR: 1.06 (95% CI 1.01 to 1.11)

○ Black women consistently had the highest rates of PTB 



Bureaucratic Violence
(Heckert, 2020)

● In-depth interviews with 35 pregnant and postpartum immigrant women or 
US-born women  in mixed-status families along the Texas-Mexico border

● How does health care bureaucracy contribute to harm for pregnant 
immigrants on the United States-Mexico border?
○ Barriers to accessing perinatal social services
○ Bureaucracy dictates health decision-making and directly leads to harm
○ “Immigration policy functions as health policy”

Ask ourselves: What are people’s actual experiences of trying to access services, from 
signing up through showing up?



Maria’s Story 



Reproductive Autonomy Violations in ICE facilities
● Forced Hysterectomies in Georgia ICE detention center

○ Whistleblower complaint filed by nurse Dawn Wooten
● Abortion Access in Detention Facilities

○ Trump administration was blocking minor’s access to abortion
■ head of refugee resettlement admitted to pressuring minors

○ As of June 2019, federal appeals court blocked this policy temporarily



COVID and detention centers





COVID’s impact in the community
● Exposure during migration: inability to shelter in place or distance
● Disproportionate impact of the virus on the undocumented

○ Working in impacted sectors
○ Crowded living conditions, intergenerational households
○ Stigma around accessing care/testing-->public charge, deportation
○ Lack of wage replacement/capacity to isolate
○ Isolation in violent settings/relationships

● Testing considerations
○ Universal testing of patients on admission to labor and delivery→ unequal impact
○ Testing focused research studies ---> lack of follow-up, support 
○ Testing access for the uninsured and unconnected→ impossible or hard to come by

● Intentional exclusion of the undocumented from relief efforts



ICE is part of the prison industrial complex

ICE is a mechanism for state control of communities of color

Big Picture
● Deportation of people who are undocumented 

● Framing of immigrants as a threat to society

● Demonization of immigrant is a key pillar of fascism

● Definition and enforcement of a national identity founded in white 

supremacy 

● Federal enforcement of racist practices and human rights violations



ICE in Healthcare Settings
●  “Sensitive locations”  policy

○ “Enforcement actions may occur at sensitive locations in limited circumstances 
but will be generally avoided”

○ Excluded Actions: 
■ obtaining records, documents, “similar materials”
■ providing notice
■ serving subpoenas
■ guarding or securing detainees 
■ sensitive locations along the border 

 https://www.ice.gov/ero/enforcement/sensitive-loc

https://www.ice.gov/ero/enforcement/sensitive-loc


ICE in Healthcare Settings
● 4th amendment protections against “unreasonable search and seizure”

○ “At the time of the search, was it the person’s subjective, actual expectation that the place 
or things searched were private, and was that expectation objectively reasonable, i.e., 
would it be generally recognized by society”

● Public vs. Private designation  

○ Public areas are unprotected and do not require warrant or consent 

Ashley Lukashevsky



ICE in Healthcare Settings
● “Plain view”

○ Without a warrant: anything in plain view can be visually inspected 

■ Officer may not move an object in plain view to expose more of what is 

underneath it 

○ Extends to anything that can be overheard with “unassisted” ears 



ICE in Healthcare Settings
● Disclosure

○ HIPAA prohibits the use or disclosure of patient information without consent 

except when required by law 

○ Disclosure  is NOT required by law after a request by law enforcement/ICE 

agent without a valid warrant

○ Do not document immigration status!



ICE in Healthcare Settings
● Right to Remain Silent 

○ Everyone maintains their right to remain silent 

Ashley Lukashevsky



California as a “Sanctuary State”
SB 54, the “California Values Act”, prohibits 
law enforcement from cooperating with ICE, 
except in cases of “convicted criminals”.

California Immigrant Policy Center reported 
that over 30 law enforcement agencies 
continued to collaborate with federal 
immigration authorities to deport people who 
should have been protected under SB 54.

“Putting a bubble over a city where ICE can’t 
penetrate is not possible,” said Camille 
Mackler, the legal policy director of the New 
York Immigration Coalition, an activist group. 
“People think ‘sanctuary city’ — that you’re 
able to walk freely without fear. That’s not the 
case.”

Providers must proactively work to 
maintain the effort of a sanctuary city’s 
intention to keep PWULS safe!

Limits of Sanctuary City

https://caimmigrant.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Two-Years-of-Sanctuary-How-California-Law-Enforcement-Agencies-Continue-Working-with-ICE.pdf

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB54
https://caimmigrant.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Two-Years-of-Sanctuary-How-California-Law-Enforcement-Agencies-Continue-Working-with-ICE.pdf


What are your protocols?

● What is the policy in your setting for if ICE arrives?



What are your protocols?

● How do you communicate your stance on ICE to the clients 
you serve? 



“Employees of St 
John's Well Child & 

Family Center in 
South Los Angeles 

form a human chain 
to block the 

entrance during a 
March 7 drill — 

training for a 
possible visit from 

immigration agents.  
”

https://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-ln-immigration-health-20180406-htmlstory.html

https://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-ln-immigration-health-20180406-htmlstory.html


Clinic Responses to ICE Raids



Administrative vs. Judicial Warrant

https://www.everyonebelongshere.net/warrants-101

Judicial warrant must list:                                       
- Date and Time                                
- Address                                       - 
What and where they can search  
- Must be signed by a judge

https://www.everyonebelongshere.net/warrants-101


VIDEO: New York man uses 'know your 
rights training' stops ICE from arresting 

two immigrants
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8z7HkHVP6oU&t=88s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0oem483nXmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0oem483nXmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0oem483nXmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8z7HkHVP6oU&t=88s


● Not enough to be immigrant friendly, need to be pro-immigrant

● What is the police presence and is it a deterrent?

● Front staff, nurses, providers speak language of your client, use 

interpretation services appropriately?

● Welcoming environment, can clients see themselves there?

Creating a sense of welcome and safety



What are the resources for supporting undocumented pregnant people in your 
community and how do you vet them?



What can you imagine being available in the ideal world?



● Know Your Rights cards for clients

● Know Your Rights training for clients 

https://weknowourrights.com/

● Know community resources, immigration lawyers, 

hotlines, immigrant rights groups

●  Write letters to assist families involved in 

deportation proceedings

● Rapid response hotlines

Trauma-informed 
Crisis support

https://www.sfbar.org/forms/aod/isap-english.pdf

https://weknowourrights.com/

https://weknowourrights.com/
https://weknowourrights.com/


Rapid Response Hotlines
https://www.aclusocal.org/en/socal-rapid-
response-networks



Protecting Immigrant Families: 
https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Getting-the-Help-You-Need-Updated-September-2019-E
NGLISH.pdf

National Immigrant Rights Coalition: https://www.nilc.org/issues/economic-support/lets-talk-about-public-charge-pif/

California Primary Care Association: 
https://www.cpca.org/cpca/CPCA/CPCA/HEALTH_CENTER_RESOURCES/PUBLIC_CHARGE.aspx

CA DSS Public Charge Legal Aid Contact List: 
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Benefits-Services/More-Services/Immigration-Services/Immigration-Services-Contractors/Public-Ch
arge-Contact-List

https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Getting-the-Help-You-Need-Updated-September-2019-ENGLISH.pdf
https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Getting-the-Help-You-Need-Updated-September-2019-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/issues/economic-support/lets-talk-about-public-charge-pif/
https://www.cpca.org/cpca/CPCA/CPCA/HEALTH_CENTER_RESOURCES/PUBLIC_CHARGE.aspx


https://www.nilc.org/issues/health-care/

More resources



● Lobbying for immigrant rights, use your leverage and credibility

● Participate in community-based research projects that use data to create 

pro-immigrant public policy

● Donate (time) to community organizations and clinics that have an explicit 

pro-immigrant stance

● Connect with advocacy groups taking strong pro-immigrant stands

○ Public Health Awakened

○ CIYA

Unapologetic Advocacy



MiJente
Role of Corporations:

Amazon is helping ICE 
target & deport immigrants



● Prevention of deportation 

● Direct action confronting targets 

● Allies putting their bodies on the line

Show as an Accomplice: Direct Action 



Coverage Options & Health4All

Subscribe to the California 
Immigrant Policy Center 
Listserv for updates on SB29 
Health4All and how to plug in at 
caimmigrant.org



HEAL for Immigrant Women and Families Act
● Introduced to House October 2019 and Senate 

May 2020
● Would increase access to insurance for:
● Immigrants with documentation

○ Remove 5-year ban on Medicaid and 
CHIP enrollment

● DACA recipients
○ Enrollment in Medicaid, CHIP
○ Purchase of insurance on ACA 

marketplace
○ Eligibility for ACA subsidies

● Undocumented immigrants
○ Purchase of insurance on ACA 

marketplace
○ Eligibility for ACA subsidies Take action: https://www.napawf.org/heal



Advocacy specific to the upcoming election
● Advocacy

○ Political education/politicization of friends, family, and colleagues
○ Connect historical events and current government policies to broader movement of 

xenophobia and fascism: not just about Trump
○ (Un)intended consequences: limiting access to healthcare and how that has 

prolonged the pandemic
● Election efforts

○ Voter registration: 
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/myvote-democracy-work-project/daw-qr-code/

○ Donate to organizations trying to flip swing states or districts blue (acknowledging 
that both parties are problematic vis a vis immigrant rights)

■ https://flippable.org/our-targets/
■ https://swingleft.org/

○ Hold leaders accountable to pro-immigrant platforms: move it to the front burner

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/myvote-democracy-work-project/daw-qr-code/
https://flippable.org/our-targets/
https://swingleft.org/


Asset-based 
community 
and peer 
support

Peer support: 
community doulas, 

health workers, 
promotoras

Leadership 
development: 
Mama Sana 

model--healthcare 
access as leadership 

development 
opportunity

 Mutual aid: sharing 
of traditional 

medicine/ceremony, 
direct assistance 

Clients



Maria’s Story 



From Sanctuary City to ABOLISHING ICE

Sanctuary 
City

ABOLISH ICE 

● Restorative justice 
circles

● Sustainable 
communities - 
housing, work, 
food, etc. 

● Strong safety net 
● Healing from the 

trauma - reclaiming 
traditional 
practices 

● Abolishing Borders
● Reclaiming the land

Decriminalize 
migration 

Amnesty for all

End detention
& deportation

Change our worldview
Unlearn and dismantle our biases



NEW MOVEMENT
#ABOLISHICE



Q&A and 
CLOSING
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